Japan Review


Through an examination of Japan, students will demonstrate an understanding and appreciation of the ways in which beliefs, values, and knowledge shape worldviews and contribute to a society’s isolation or adaptation.
· Edo Period 
· Meiji Period 
· Isolation
· Adaptation

Japan Review Questions:

1) What was the geography of Japan? Why was it significant? What advantages and Disadvantages did the geography have on the people of Japan?
2) Who were the Ainu? What happened to them? Compare the Ainu to Canada’s early relationship with our own Aboriginal peoples.
3) What are Tsunamis? Typhoons? Earthquakes? How did they affect the people of Japan?
4) What is “arable” land and how did the Japan cope with the land that was “arable”?
5) Why did the Japanese isolate itself from the outside world? How did it maintain its isolation?
6) Who was the Shogun? The Daimyo? Samurai? What were the various social roles one could occupy?
7) How and why was Japan Homogenous? What does this word mean?
8) How did the Shogun maintain his power and control? What were the exclusion laws?
9) Compare the Worldviews of all three of the Societies that we explored this year? How were they similar? Different?
10) What happened when the ideology of Christianity was brought to Japan? How did it interact with the Japanese religious worldviews?
11) What were the reasons that Meiji Japan chose to open up to outsiders?
12) Who were the 47 Ronin and why were they important to the Japanese people?
13) What does it mean to be self-sufficient? How were the Japanese self-sufficient?

Japan Key Terms:

	kamikaze
	kanji
	kana
	Confucianism 
	haiku

	cherry blossoms
	tsunami
	stoic
	homogeneous
	arable

	shogun
	daimyo
	Meiji
	assimilation
	ritual

	seppuku
	kamuy
	Samurai
	Tokugawa Period
	Tokyo

	Ronin
	Ainu
	Feudalism
	Exclusion Laws
	Westernization 
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